
The American Revolution, also known as 

The American War for Independence against Great Britain 

1773 – 1781 

 

Sequence of Key Events:  

 

1764  Acts of tyranny by the British King George III began; Stamp Act of 1765 

was followed by others including the Townshend Act in 1767, and four 

“Intolerable Acts” in 1774.                      

 

1770 March – Boston Massacre  

 

1772 Samuel Adams, “Father of the American Revolution”, wrote “The Rights of 

the Colonies”, demonstrating reasons to break out from under the tyrannical 

rule of England. Joseph Warren later wrote a paper listing ten violations to 

these rights committed by England. 
  

1773  Nov. – The Boston Tea Act, the cause that united the colonies. Four ports, 

Philadelphia, Charleston, New York and Boston, agreed not to unload tea 

from English ships because of unreasonable taxation. “Boston Tea Party” 

served as a non-violent demonstration. 
 

1774 June – Boston Port Bill (first of the Intolerable Acts) issued which closed 

the port of Boston, effectively cutting off the city from necessary supplies. 

This was considered an attack not only on Massachusetts, but also on all the 

colonies.  

 

Sept. – First Continental Congress met in Philadelphia; 55 delegates 

represented the 13 colonies.    

 

1775 March – Leading the cause of the revolution in the south, Patrick Henry 

made his famous speech in Virginia, ending with: “I know not what course 

others may take, but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!” 
 

April – Paul Revere made his famous ride through the countryside of 

Boston warning of the coming of the British soldiers to seize their armament 

supplies. This was followed by the Battles at Lexington and Concord, 

where the “shot heard around the world” began the Revolutionary War. 

About 80 militiamen were unexpectedly shot at by about 700 hundred 

Redcoats, resulting in 8 American deaths and 10 wounded. 



May – Second Continental Congress, at which George Washington was 

chosen as Commander-in-Chief of the continental army. 

 

June – The Battle of Bunker Hill, where American militia fought to defend 

their headquarters. Gen. Joseph Warren (best friend of Sam Adams) was 

killed in this battle. Although this battle ended with an American retreat, the 

British lost over 1000 men. The Americans gained greater confidence and 

demonstrated to the English that they meant business and would not give up 

easily, even if it meant death. 
 

July – Olive Branch Petition was sent to King George, declaring the loyalty 

of the colonists and their desire for reconciliation. Four months later he 

rejected the petition and declared the colonies to be in rebellion. 
 

1776 Articles of Confederation drafted. 

 

July 4 – The Declaration of Independence signed in Philadelphia. 
 

Sept. – Young patriot, Capt. Nathan Hale (21), was hanged by the British as 

a spy in New York. Not wanting the Americans to know of his courage, they 

denied him the opportunity to write a last letter to his mother and bride-to-

be. They also denied him a minister or Bible during his last hours. His last 

words were “I only regret that I have but one life to lose for my country.” At 

that, the commander Cunningham called out, “Swing the rebel off!” A statue 

stands in New York City in his memory. 
 

The British captured Philadelphia. 

 

Dec. – George Washington led the first American victories in the battles of 

Trenton and Princeton (New Jersey) against the Hessian soldiers and Gen. 

Cornwallis. Interesting note: Of the nine battles Washington fought and lead, 

he only won three.  
 

1777  The Marquis de Lafayette arrived in America. He served as a supporter, 

major general and liaison between America and France, securing military aid 

and supplies to the colonial army. He developed a strong friendship with 

General Washington. 

 

Oct. – The British surrendered at Saratoga. 

Dec. – Washington spent the harsh winter with his troops at Valley Forge. 

 



1778  Dec. – The British took Savannah. 

 

1780  May – Charleston fell to the British. 
 

Sept. – American General Benedict Arnold turns traitor to his country in 

New York. British Major John Andre was convicted as a spy and hung, but 

Arnold escaped to England where he lived out the rest of his life. 
 

1781  Oct. – Seige of Yorktown (Virginia) - In Sept., the colonists received 

additional aid from the French Admiral Compte de Grasse, who arrived at 

Chesapeake Bay with a fleet of about 30 ships. Cornwallis’ troops were 

surrounded, and the British were forced to surrender on October 17. 

 

 Articles of Confederation were ratified by Congress. 

 

1782  Dec. – Signing of the Treaty of Paris 

 

1787  Constitutional Convention at Philadelphia. Improvements were made to 

the Articles of Confederation, and the Constitution was drafted and officially 

ratified on June 21, 1788, when NH was the 9
th

 state to sign it. 

 

1789 Washington was inaugurated as America’s first president. New York City 

was named as the first, but temporary, national capital. He served as 

President for eight years. 

 

1791 The Bill of Rights (the first 10 Amendments of the Constitution) was 

written and added to ensure the rights of the citizens. 

  

Important concept that contributed to the victory of the Americans: “You can 

kill soldiers, but you can’t kill an idea.” No matter how many men were killed and 

battles won by the British, the idea of liberty could not be stamped out of the minds 

and hearts of the Americans. 


